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COLOMBIA. 
BARRANQUILLA. 

By  Consul   Claude  E.   Guyant. 

Imports  at  the  port  of  Barranquilla  in  1917  amounted  to  $13,G21,- 
207  as  against  $18,578,334  for  the  preceding  year,  a  decrease  of  26  per 
cent.  Exports  suffered  a]:>proximatelv  the  same  diminution,  amount- 
ing to  $13,490,540  during  1917,  and' $18,040,983  during  1910.  The 
principal  cause  of  the  decrease  was  the  entry  of  the  United  States  into 
the  war  and  tlie  consequent  restrictions  on  trade  with  Latin  America. 
The  United  States  has  been  Colombia's  principal  market  and  source 
of  supply  for  a  long  time,  and  the  disruption  incident  to  the  war  has 
been  seriously  felt  here.  The  United  States  furnished  53  per  cent 
of  the  imports  into  Barranquilla  in  1910  and  50  per  cent  in  1917,  and 
took  92  per  cent  of  the  total  exports  from  that  country  during  1910 
and  89f  per  cent  during  1917. 

retails  of  the  Import  Trade. 

Imports  consisted  almost  wholly  of  manufactured  articles  and  food- 
stuffs, textiles  and  machinery  being  the  two  largest  items.  The  only 
raw  materials  imported  into  Colombia  are  those  articles  required  in 
the  manufacturing  industries  of  the  country,  which  consists  princi- 
pall}^  of  breweries  and  ice  plants,  and  match,  candle,  and  soap 
factories. 

The  following  table  shows  the  imports  into  Barranquilla  in  1917 
by  principal  articles  and  countries  of  origin,  all  values  being  ex- 
pressed in  Colombian  currency  (exchange  rate  about  $1.15  United 
States  currency  to  1  gold  peso)  : 


Articles. 


Oils  and  greases 

Foodstuffs 

Wax  and  fuel  oils 

Agricultural  implements 

Machinery 

Arms  and  ammunition 

Paints  and  varnish 

Liquors 

Glass,  porcelain,  and  eartlwnware. 

Rubber,  celluloid,  and  gutta- 
percha   

Shell,  coral,  bone,  and  ivory 

Hides  and  skins,  manufactures  of. . 

Drugs,  medicine,  and  scientific 
instruments 

Electrical  t;oods 

Explosives 

Musical  instruments 

115383°— 19— 42a 


United 

States. 


Pesos, 
117,586 
735,503 
235,188 
364,063 
189,008 

16,268 
133,630 

24, 177 
239, 952 

41,751 

7,525 

250,618 

614,851 
172,793 
63,505 

100,287 


United 
Kingdom. 


Pesos. 

5,517 

26,522 

,4,236 

102, 640 

7,274 

1,277 

4,939 

29, 743 

31,682 

14,149 
8,174 
5,227 

53,065 

2,891 

2,342 

40 


France. 


Pesos. 

831 

26,079 

90 

4,5.')6 

6,872 

19 

4,594 

146,968 

11,960 

9,452 
12,238 
8,131 

72,817 

169 

546 

5,336 


Spain. 


Pesos. 

9,214 

67,122 

1,638 

7,841 

929 

16,817 

930 

93,236 

13,533 

813 

5,836 
5,280 

15,406 
3,461 


1,829 


Other 
countries. 


'Pesos. 

319 

92,268 

2,380 

5,859 

127 


312 
23,972 
5,677 

1,724 
4,556 


6,073 

"'766' 


Total. 


Pesos. 
133,467 
947,494 
243,532 
481,959 
204,210 
34,381 
144,405 
318,098 
302,810 

67,889 

38,  .329 

269, 236 

762,412 
179,314 
66,393 
108. 192 
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Articles. 


Vehicles 

AVood  and  m mufactures 

Steel,  iron,  iind  manufactures 

Paper  and  m mufactures 

Sa:vii  iuid  pevtumcry 

Plants  and  seeds 

Textiles 

Tobacco 

Animals 

All  other  articles 

Total 


United 

States. 


Pesos. 
221,919 

930,588 
458,  715 

2i,8ia 

1,97S 

1,740,194 

1,830 

1,593 

MO,. 303 


7,001,356 


United 
Kingdom. 


Pesos. 

17,307 

3,955 

132,331 

24,180 

2,702 

30 

2,982,433 

150 

3,125 

269,714 


3,735,665 


Ffance. 


Pesos. 

4,885 
18,789 
16,349 
20, 132 
9,639 
27 
162,972 
15,599 


75, 150 


640, 200 


Spain. 


Pesos. 


17,911 
16,655 
71,833 
2,201 
631 
522,856 


139,216 


1,015,188       628,7 


Other 
countries 


Pesos. 

1,568 

4,498 

11,274 

34,472 

703 


237,677 

132,643 

150 

61,846 


Total. 


Pesos, 

245,679 

98,  ail 

1,113,197 

615,362 

37,058 

'■  2,666 

5,64«,152 

150,222 

4,808 

1,402,043 


13,621,207 


The  value  of  the  imports  into  Barranquilla  by  principal  countries 
from  1913  to  1917,  inclusive,  were : 


Countries. 


1913 


United  States... 
United  Kingdom 

Cermaiiy... 

Sp;uii 

France 

other  countries.. 

Total 


Pesos. 
4,106,736 
5, 707, 932 
3,322,4(K) 
456, 614 
1, 526, 884 
1,246, 135 


16,366,681 


1914 


Pefos. 
3,089,231 
3, 995, 158 
1,509,195 
385,939 
884,917 
1,083,595 


10,950,035 


1915 


Pesos. 

5,423,660 

3,693,290 


402,311 
3S6, 761 
830,084 


10, 738, 106 


1916 


Pesos. 

9,962,198 

6,192,773 


947,081 
742, 848 
733,434 


18,578,334 


J917 


.■Pts»i. 

7,601,356 
3,785,665 


1,015,188 
640.200 
628,798 


13,621,207 


Among  the  principal  countries  of  origin,  Spain  was  the  only  one 
showing  an  increase  for  1917.  This  increase  is  accounted  for  by 
higher  prices,  as  the  actual  bulk  of  imports,  consisting  of  wines, 
olives,  olive  oil.  and  preserved  fish  and  meats,  was  smaller  during 
1017  than  the  preceding  year. 

Chief  Articles  of  Export. 

Coffee,  gold,  hides,  and  straw  hats  make  up  the  chief  exports  from 
Barranquilla.  As  will  be  seen  from  the  following  table  giving  the 
value  of  exports,  by  countries,  during  1916  and  1917,  and  the  prin- 
cipal articles  exported  to  each  countr3%  the  United  States  is  the  lead- 
ing market  for  Colombian  products: 


Countries. 


Principal  articles. 


Africa 

British  West  Indies 

Canada 

Canary  Islands 

Cuba 

Denmark 

Dutch  West  Indies. 

France 

Italy 

Panama 

Porto  Rico 

Spain 

United  Kingdom . . . 

United  States 

Venezuela 

Other  countries 

Total 


Patns. 

11,046 

122 

159, 503 

20,834 

14. 302 

12, 862 

128.310 

244, 447 

149, 849 

3. 1.50 

1,956 

180, 501 

421,917 

16, 690, 281 

3,262 

1,634 


Pesos. 
'""'so,' 864 


70,008 
1,492 


33,282 
516,683 
179, CSS 

52, 013 


450, 006 

57, 338 

12,098,920 

12 

6,834 


Toliacco. 

Coffee  and  corn. 

Coflee. 

Coffee. 

Lard. 

Coffee. 

Coffee  and  corn . 

Tobacco  and  coffee. 

Coffee. 

Chickens  and  hats. 

Dyewoods. 

Coffee  and  tobacco. 

Coffee. 

Coft'ee,  hides,  gold,  and  hats. 

Corn  and  flour. 


18, 052, 976 


13,496,540 


Both  the  quantity  and  the  value  of  the  exports  to  France  and  Spain 
show  an  increase  over  the  preceding  jear,  accounted  for  chiefly  by 
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shipments  of  tobacco  consigned  to  the  French  Government.  Part  of 
this  tobacco  went  direct  to  France  and  part  to  Spain  for  reshipment. 
Declared  Exports  to  the  United  States. 

The  exports  to  the  United  States  dnring  1916  and  1917,  as  shown 
by  invoices  certified  at  this  consulate,  were  as  follows : 


Articles. 


Asphalt 

Chemicals,  drugs,  dyes, 
etc.: 

Balsam  of  tolu 

Copaiba 

Divi-d  j-vi 

Fustic 

Indigo 

Ipecac 

Mangrove  bark 

Castor-oil  meal 

CoQee 

Copper,  red  ore 

Corn 

Cotton 

Cotton  waste 

Cylinders,  empty 

Gold,  silver,  and  manu- 
factures of: 

Bullion 

Coin 

Dust 

Precipitates 

Silver,  bars 


1916 


$19,529 


16,224 

36S 


11,895 
7,380 


12,558,884 


1,598,639 


4S,  255 
1,322 


1917 


$6,029 


13,025 

155 
4,404 
3,201 
2,668 
9,846 
1,821 
2,8.56 
, 828, 867 
1,478 
6,410 
23, 777 
1,973 
5,737 


1,794,534 
17,261 
44,302 
38, 900 
25, 135 


Articles. 


Hair,  horse 

Hats,  Panama 

Hides  and  skms: 

Alligator,  dry 

Calf,  dry 

Cattle- 
Dry 

Green  and  pickled. 

Deer,  dry 

Goat,  dry 

India  rubber,  crude 

Ivory,   vegetable   (tagua 

nuts) 

Minerals 

Plants:  Orchids 

Platinum 

Tobacco,  filler  and  wTap- 

per 

Wood :  Cedar    and    ma- 
hogany   

All  other  articles 


1916 


$569, 182 


2,320,094 


Total. 


27, 134 
39, 678 

127, 590 
9,453 
4,799 


51,697 


42, 163 


17,454,286 


1917 


$543 
329,905 

1,387 

6,565 

2,571,490 

66, 289 

153 

30, 747 

33,613 

55, 535 

4,765 

6,476 

299 

55,272 

18,5f3 

48,005 


14,061,9^6 


American  goods  returned  totaled  $11,363  in  1916  and  $16,333  in  1917. 
There  Avere  no  declared  exports  to  Hawaii,  Philippine  Islands,  and 
Porto  Rico. 

Manufacturing  Activities — Economic  Conditions. 

The  principal  manufactures  requiring  the  im])ortation  of  raw  ma- 
terials are  beer,  ice,  matches,  soap,  and  candles.  Chocolate  also  is 
manufactured  on  a  small  scale.  The  largest  single  item  of  manufac- 
ture, however,  is  textiles,  principally  cheap  and  medium-grade  sheet- 
ings, drills,  denims,  and  cheap  hard-woven  cotton  cloth  for  suitings. 
The  growth  of  this  industry  was  helped  by  high  prices  of  imported 
cloth,  and  proved  a  great  stimulus  to  the  local  cotton-growing  industry 
during  1917.  Until  that  year,  Colombian  cotton  was  grown  chiefly 
on  small  tracts  and  with  extremely  simple  methods,  but  the  increasing 
local  demand  caused  large  capital  to  become  interested,  and  it  seems 
probable  that  this  article  will  soon  become  one  of  the  principal  prod- 
ucts of  the  tropical  section  of  the  country.  Cotton  growing,  spinning, 
and  weaving  were  the  only  industries  that  did  not  suffer  as  a  result  of 
the  general  world  conditions  during  the  year. 

Business  firms  in  general  made  good  profits  in  1917,  but  this  Avas 
due  to  higher  prices  rather  than  to  increased  trade.  Total  sales  were 
less  than  for  the  preceding  year,  but  most  of  the  leading  business 
houses  had  purchased  good  stocks  before  prices  advanced  and  were 
able  to  sell  at  a  larger  profit  than  had  been  expected.  There  Avere  no 
failures  of  note  during  the  year, 
lator  Situation — Few  Railway  Improvements. 

The  increasing  cost  of  living  resulted  in  many  strikes  and  labor  diffi- 
culties toward  the  end  of  Jie  year,  but  these  were  all  adjusted  by  em- 
ployers conceding  increases  of  wages  ranging  from  20  to  60  ijer  cent. 
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Eveiy  city  in  the  country  suffered  from  general  strikes  more  or  less 
serious,  depending  upon  the  size  of  their  industrial  communities  and 
the  local  ])rices  of  commodities.  Since  the  concessions  made  in  De- 
cember, 1917,  and  in  January,  1918,  however,  there  has  been  no  fur- 
ther disturbance. 

In  the  interior  a  small  amount  of  railroad  construction  was  done 
by  the  Government  on  the  Tolima  and  Pacific  Railroads,  and  by 
the  Department  of  Antioquia  on  the  Amaga  llailroad,  but  work  was 
hampered  by  the  difficulty  of  securing  materials  from  the  United 
States  and  by  lack  of  capitah  There  was  discussion  of  several  im- 
portant projects  to  connect  Bogota  with  the  coast  by  rail,  but  noth- 
ing can  actually  be  done  in  this  matter  until  normal  conditions  make 
it  possible  to  secure  capital  and  material.  The  railroads  already 
constructed  did  only  an  ordinary  business  and,  in  some  cases,  found 
their  roadbeds  and  rolling  stock  deteriorated  at  the  end  of  the  year 
because  of  the  impossibility  of  importing  materials  for  repairs. 

Mining  Activity — Opportunities  for  American  Trade. 

Tliere  was  no  increase  in  gold  production  over  previous  years,  the 
amount  mined  being  around  $5,000,000,  but  there  was  an  increasing 
interest  in  the  production  of  platinum,  owing  to  the  high  prices  pre- 
vailing. Information  as  to  quantities  exported  (all  platinum  is  ex- 
ported from  Cartagena  and  Buenaventura)  is  not  available,  but  by 
Aalue,  the  exports  of  1917  amounted  to  $2,140,087,  as  against 
$1,456,048  for  191G,  an  increase  of  approximately  50  per  cent.  The 
actual  production,  however,  was  not  50  per  cent  more,  as  the  higher 
prices  account  for  a  part  of  the  increase.  Practically  all  platinum 
mined  in  Colombia  goes  to  the  United  States. 

During  the  3'ear  several  xVmerican  companies  continued  explora- 
tions for  petroleum  and  two  concerns  were  engaged  in  drilling,  with- 
out results  other  than  encouraging  prospects.  All  development  of 
the  oil  industry  in  Colombia  is  dependent  upon  the  United  States 
for  machinery,  equipment,  and  materials. 

'American,  British,  and  Spanish  salesmen  in  the  country  all  re- 
ported good  sales  considering  conditions.  American  exporters  de- 
pended more  on  salesmen  and  less  on  correspondence  methods  than 
ever  before,  and  many  Colombian  houses  are  taking  on  permanent 
lines  of  American  goods  through  the  interest  awakened  by  being 
personally  acquainted  with  a  representative  of  the  manufacturer. 
Better  acquaintance  and  closer  relations  have  also  resulted  from  the 
increasing  visits  of  Colombian  business  men  to  the  United  States  to 
buy  merchandise  and  familiarize  themselves  with  American  business 
methods.  It  is  gratifying  to  note  the  interest  American  exporters 
are  taking  in  such  visits  and  the  lasting  commercial  friendships  re- 
sulting therefrom.  Colombia's  market  is  not  largo  by  comparison, 
but  it  will  undoubtedly  expand  along  with  the  inevitable  industrial, 
educational,  and  civic  growth  of  the  country,  and  the  connections 
formed  now  will  prove  of  great  value  Avhen  trade  conditions  are 
— ftgain  ntnmaL  .  * 
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